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FROM THE PrinciPal’s 
DESK
Dear Readers

As we approach our 127th Founder’s Day, I am filled with pride in our accomplishments. Every issue of Qila Quotes 
is a testament to the vibrant and transformative life within our school. 

The Scindia School is on a winning streak with accolades galore. We havebeen ranked in the top two of the 
Best Boys’ Residential Schools (Indian Curriculum) category, according to the latest C-fore school rankings.Our 
students are making us proud with the various awards they have won in the inter-school activities. They continue 
to excel in various fields—be it academics, sports, arts, or community service. On infrastructural front, we have 
spruced up the campus with Olympic size swimming pool, renovated basketball and tennis courts, and the newly 
occupied teachers’ villas. 

We are in the profession of nurturing young minds through respect, responsibility, and meaningful dialogue. This 
quote by Bertrand Russell truly aligns with my perspective- “When you want to teach children to think, you begin by 
treating them seriously when they are little, giving them responsibilities, talking to them candidly, providing privacy 
and solitude for them, and making them readers and thinkers of significant thoughts from the beginning. That’s if 
you want to teach them to think”. Our teachers have been integral in fostering a culture of learning and curiosity, 
continually innovating in their teaching methodologies. They have been pillars of our success and I am grateful for 
their efforts.

Our commitment to the environment has never been stronger. The Fort Biosphere Project, encompassing water 
management, ecology, waste management, and energy conservation initiatives, serves as a validation of our 
dedication to a sustainable future.

Scindian values and ethos have imbibed in us a sense of purpose and character. I am thankful to the old boys 
who time and again revisit the school to give back to their alma mater and the society. The SOBiR programme 
invites them to the school and they come gladly, keen on sharing their expertise and experiences with a bevy 
of impressionable young learners. While many of them have made their marks in international as well as Indian 
arena, they remain unswerving in supporting the community.

Our Exchange programmes have been instrumental in shaping our students into future leaders, while also teaching 
them the power of inclusivity, and giving them the opportunity of real-world learning experiences. Adventure 
activities have taught generations of Scindians to be resilient and risk takers ready to venture out of their comfort 
zones.

Looking ahead, we have exciting months in store. Our upcoming events, such as, SCIMUN, IPSC Music Festival, 
Editor’s Conference and Suryodaya IT Fest will offer even more opportunities for our students to thrive, gleam and 
grow.

Ajay Singh 
Principal, The Scindia School



Ganesh Visarjan in Surajkund

6 VO
LU

M
E 

51

Qila Quotes 

Awards

We are proud to announce that The Scindia School has been 
ranked in the top two of the Best Boys’ Residential Schools 
(Indian Curriculum) category, according to the latest C-fore School 
Rankings. Mr Ajay Singh, Principal, received this prestigious 
award on behalf of the school on 11th September 2024, in Delhi.

Celebrations 

The Scindia Intra School Model United Nations (SISMUN '24), 
held on October 1-2, 2024, offered students a platform to engage 
in debates on global issues. With five committees, delegates 
enhanced public speaking, negotiation, and critical thinking skills 
while discussing topics like gender violence and maritime security, 
fostering leadership and collaboration.

On 2nd October 2024, Sonsa villagers were warmly welcomed by 
the Social Service League. The day featured musical performances 
and poems on Mahatma Gandhi, followed by a lunch served by 
students and faculty. The evening Astachal reflected Gandhiji's 
spirit with soulful renditions of 'Vaishnav Jan te' and 'Raghupati 
Raghav Rajaram.'

The IAYP Award Ceremony, held on September 5, 2024, 
celebrated students' remarkable achievements in adventure sports 
and community service projects. This year, 22 Bronze and 18 
Silver awards were earned, honouring their completion of diverse 
expeditions and service work. 

We celebrated Ganesh Chaturthi with joy and devotion, starting 
with a pooja led by students and teachers to seek Lord Ganesha's 
blessings. The beautifully adorned idol was later carried to 
Surajkund with rhythmic dhol beats and dances, marking its 
immersion.

Editorial
“THE SECRET OF GETTING AHEAD IS GETTING STARTED.”  — MARK TWAIN
LIFE IS ROOTED IN NEW BEGINNINGS.

The new term began on 6th July after a long summer break, with students returning in 
high spirits, refreshed and welcomed by renovated basketball and tennis courts, and 
a new swimming pool. The rains have been bountiful this year and have transformed 
the Fort into a vibrant tapestry of greens, oranges, reds, and yellows. The taals are 
filled to the brim. With new academic initiatives and an enthusiastic group of freshers 
eager to embrace the Scindian way of life, the promise of an exciting and action-
packed term brings an uplifting energy to the campus.

The Teachers’ day began with a special morning assembly led by 
the SSP, followed by students stepping into the role of teachers. 
Fun activities were organized for the teachers by Class 12, and 
a meaningful tree plantation marked the afternoon. The evening 
concluded with a vibrant student-led program and a special dinner 
for teachers and Class 12. 

At Fresher’s Evening on August 22nd, 2024, newcomers captivated 
the school community with solo drum and keyboard performances, 
energetic group songs, and dances. The Hindi play "Pancchi ki 
Aankh" left everyone in laughter. Principal Mr Ajay Singh praised 
the students' talents and their smooth transition into school life.

Following the flag hoisting and the march past on this Independence 
Day, the Chief Guest Justice Pankaj Bhatia, Principal Mr Ajay 
Singh, along with other esteemed dignitaries, planted saplings near 
the Astachal. The ceremony at the Astachal was equally profound, 
featuring evocative readings on Indian Independence, the chanting 
of sacred shlokas, and a stirring patriotic song.

The XXV Scholars’ Banquet to honour the academic achievers 
was held on August 4, 2024, in the School Dining Hall. Mr Ashok 
Pandey, Fellow at the Global Peace Foundation, USA, was the 
Chief Guest for the occasion. 

On the morning of 21st July 2024, freshers enjoyed an informal 
breakfast with Principal Mr Ajay Singh, Mrs Anamika Singh, 
Vice Principal Ms Smita Chaturvedi, teachers, and the Pastoral 
Care team. Held on the Principal's lush lawns, the event featured 
engaging conversations, student performances, and a delightful 
meal, warmly welcoming the newcomers.

The Academic Excellence awards for the year 2023-24 were 
presented to our outstanding students in SMOAT. Principal Mr 
Ajay Singh praised the dedication and hard work of our scholars, 

Teachers' Day



HH Maharaja Madhavrao Scindia Hindi Debate

Platinum Jubilee English Debate

encouraging all students to strive for excellence. He applauded the 
efforts of the students and their teachers. Based on the grades 
scored by them, the students signed in the honours book, made 
it to the Scholars' club, were awarded scholars' tie or Scholars' 
badge. Subject toppers from class 11 were also honoured.

Amidst pride and enthusiasm, the Investiture Ceremony for 
the 2024-25 prefects was held at SMOAT. Principal Mr Ajay 
Singh administered the oath, with each prefect pledging their 
responsibilities with a confident "Yes Sir, I will." 

The Scindia School whole heartedly welcomed the new students 
with the 'Know Your Friends' outing, designed to foster camaraderie 
and ease the transition into school life. 

Prefectorial Board and Games Captains 2024-25

17 prefects form the Prefectorial Board this year. Their Names, 
Designation and Houses are: Tanish Agrawal, Senior School 
Prefect, Daulat; Kavish Patwari, School Prefect, Shivaji; Fravash 
Vikamsey, Deputy Senior School Prefect, Madhav; Vivek Singh, 
School Prefect, Daulat; Keshav Jhunjhunwala, School Prefect, 
Jayaji; Saksham Agrawal, School Prefect, Jayaji; Aryavardhan 
Singh Somvanshi, School Prefect, Jayappa; Lakshya Arora, 
School Prefect- Student Welfare, Jayappa;  Simarjot Singh Malhi, 
School Prefect, Jayappa; Rohil Sharma, School Prefect- Cultural 
Activities, Jeevaji; Ujjwal Gupta, School Prefect, Madhav; Rohan 
Asrani, School Prefect, Ranoji; Saksham Sameer Kubde, School 
Prefect, Ranoji; Harshvardhan Himanshu Wadher, School Prefect, 
Shivaji; Sameep Mody, School Prefect- Academics, Shivaji; 
Shaurya Prakash, School Prefect, Shivaji.

The school Games Captains for the year are as follows: Athletics- 
Vansh Mehra, Basketball - Vaibhav Agrawal; Cricket - Harsh 
Upadhyay; Chess - Rohan Asrani; Cross-country- Saksham 
Agarwal; Football- Jahan Nagpal; Horse Riding- Fravash R 
Vikamsey; Hockey - Kavin Singh Chatwal; Tennis - Utkarsh Gupta; 
Swimming- Arush Agrawal; Shooting- Saksham Sameep Kubde; 
Squash- Tanush Somani; Table-Tennis Devansh Agarwal.

Extra Curricular

The 23rd HH Maharaja Madhavrao Scindia Inter-School Hindi 
Debate and inaugural Pi Summit concluded on 30th September 
2024 at The Scindia School. Fifteen prestigious schools participated 
in debates, storytelling, and a math quiz. Scindia School won the 
debate trophy, while Scindia and Vasant Valley School shared the 
Pi Quiz title.

Our students shone at the IPSC IT Fest 2024, held at LK Singhania 
School, Gotan, Rajasthan. Uday Ahuja and Rehan Mansuri 
claimed 1st place in Website Designing, while Rohan Asrani and 
Keshav Jhunjhunwala secured 2nd place in the IT Quest Quiz. 

Harshit Raj Srivastava conducted an engaging debating workshop 
for our students under the aegis of Hindi Debating Society, where 

he covered the various types of debates and the intricacies of 
effectively presenting arguments. 

On the occasion of Hindi Diwas, our students showcased their 
talent at the 'Srijan' festival organized by LAHS, Gwalior. From 
the captivating performance of 'Three Thugs and a Brahmin' from 
Panchatantra, which earned them the first prize, to Raghuveer 
Kochhar's outstanding acting, our students truly left a lasting 
impact. In the debate competition, we continued our winning streak 
with Yuvraj Sethia bagging the Best Speaker award. 

The senior Inter-House Instrumental Orchestra Competition was a 
grand showcase of musical talent, where students brought movie 
magic to life by performing the signature tunes of iconic films like 
Inception, Avengers, Rocky Balboa, and Harry Potter. Jayappa 
House & Jeevaji House were the joint winners, followed by Shivaji 
House in 2nd, and Jayaji in the 3rd place.

The Inter-House Duet Singing Competition at Scindia School 
celebrated the theme of Dosti with powerful performances from all 
the houses with beautiful songs like 'apni to yaari atrangi re', 'yaron 
dosti badi hi haseen hai' and 'tera yaar hoon main, to name a few. 
Jayappa house won the competition.

The Quasquicentennial Entrepreneurship Summit was inaugurated 
on August 25, 2024. The event featured an auction, and the Brainy 
Bucks quiz, won by Bhavans Vidyalaya, Chandigarh. Quest 
2024 concluded with The Scindia School winning the overall title. 
However, in a gesture of sportsmanship, the trophy was awarded 
to the runner-up, Scindia Kanya Vidyalaya . 

The 51st All India Platinum Jubilee Memorial Inter-School Quiz 
Competition took place in the assembly hall on 25th August 2024. 
The quizmaster, Mr Ajay Poonia, led a thrilling contest of wits and 
knowledge among teams from ten schools. The Scindia School 
team, comprising Rohil Sharma and Rohan Asrani, emerged as 
the winners, while the team from Vasant Valley School secured the 
runner-up position.

Ten schools participated in the 51st Platinum Jubilee Inter-School 
English Debate (Aug 23-25, 2024), with intense discussions on 
topics like AI-generated art and human suffering. The Scindia 
School won the final against Emerald Heights School, Indore, but 
passed the trophy to them as per tradition.

We are immensely proud of our team's remarkable achievement in 
the finals of the "vkt rd" Hindi Debate at Vasant Valley School, 
where we secured the Runners-Up trophy. A special applause to 
Raghav Sharma for being named the Best Speaker.

Continuing with the endeavour of creating 'thinking' leaders, the 
Scindia Talk House was conducted on the evening of 6th August 
2024. The moderator for the talk on 'Democracy is the best form of 
government' was Mr Anshul Verma. 
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Finals of the Group A Basketball Match

Freshers' Evening

The Scindia School has won the "Distinguished Delegation Award" 
at the Tulas International School in Dehradun. We are incredibly 
proud of our students for their outstanding achievement and for 
representing us with such excellence. Our boys have also received 
individual awards which are as follows:

1)     Aryan Bhagat -     High Commendation, UNSC

2)     Suraj Agarwala -     Special Mention, AIPPM

3)      Keshav Rathore -     High Commendation, AIPPM 

4)      Atharv Tiwari -     Best Delegate,CCC

5)      Rajvirr Agarwal -     Verbal Mention SPECPOL 

Mr Anshul Verma conducted a critical thinking workshop for 140 
Grade 9 students, focusing on teamwork, problem-solving, and 
societal issues. Over four days, students worked in groups to tackle 
local issues, presenting solutions through skits, presentations, and 
videos. 

Scindians made us immensely proud at the MUN conference of 
Mussoorie International School, securing 8 awards in various 
categories:

1. Granth Mehta: UNHRC Best Delegate, Night Crisis Honourable 
Mention

2. Siddhanth Agarwal: UNSC Best Delegate

3. Neil Agarwal: UNODC Best Delegate

4. Ishan Chokkani: Lok Sabha Honourable Mention

5. Abshikshit Narayan: UNODC Special Mention

6. Shiv Shah: Best Content Writer

7. Chavi: UNCSW Honourable Mention

Scindians participated in the Indo-Sri Lanka Cultural Festival, 
singing the Scindian song with heartfelt melody and performing 
other beautiful songs. Their dedication and talent shone through, 
making us incredibly proud. We are delighted to see our 
students representing The Scindia School with such outstanding 
performances, showcasing their cultural appreciation and musical 
excellence on the international platform.

Initiatives

The Scindia School has launched "Abhyudaya," a transformative 
initiative aimed at holistic development through the LSIP model. 
This program focuses on co-creation and collaboration to enhance 
faculty effectiveness and the school's educational impact. Led by 
Mr Sounak Chakrabarty, a two-day session laid the groundwork 
for this vibrant future.

The Scindia School hosted the AFS India Regional Meet (Aug 30 
- Sep 1, 2024), focusing on "Conscious Choices - Environmental 
Awareness and a Sustainable Tomorrow." Representatives from 
17 schools attended. Chief guest Mr Rakesh Khatri, the 'Nest Man 

of India,' inspired attendees with his environmental conservation 
work. Sessions highlighted sustainability, including Scindia's "Fort 
Biosphere Project." 

First edition of the Youth Parliament on 16th August 2024 in the 
Assembly Hall saw seventy-seven students from grades 6th-8th 

assuming the role of parliamentarians and discussing on the 
agenda "Reservation of Women: Now or Never". 

Workshops and Visits

The Scindia School hosted a workshop for around 80 teachers 
from the Gwalior region on 'AI in Education', organized by Gwalior 
Sahodaya. Conducted by the CBSE resource person Mr Naveen 
Gupta, who apprised teachers of tools like Gamma.app, Magic 
School, Questionwell.org, and Perplexity.

On August 10th and 11th, 2024, Mr Manish Gupta and Ms Bela 
Gupta conducted a POCSO (2012) Act workshop for students, 
raising awareness on child sexual abuse. Using the video "Komal" 
and case studies, the sessions covered reporting, false reporting, 
the Child Line (1098), and child-friendly legal procedures

A workshop on bullying prevention and empathy, led by Ms 
Niharika Kulshresth, was held for Junior Houses. Students learned 
the difference between bullying and conflict, the role of bystanders, 
and the importance of reporting incidents. 

Tanush Somani and Nibir Jyoti Nath recently completed a two-
week internship at the National University of Singapore, diving into 
their startup ideas. 

A "Good Touch, Bad Touch" workshop was held in the assembly 
hall, led by Ms Niharika Kulshresth. Students learned to distinguish 
between good and bad touch, the provisions of the POCSO Act, 
and how and whom to report such incidents. 

During the process of gearing up for the new school year, the 
teachers attended a training session conducted by the Edu 
Next team regarding the implementation of our new school web 
application, which is fully compatible with mobile devices.

Our science teachers attended an enriching workshop conducted 
by Ms Pragya Nopany, an expert in experiential learning. Session 
1 focused on simple hands-on experiments designed to ignite 
curiosity and elicit questions from students, teaching them the 
scientific method. Session 2 provided strategies for teachers 
to formulate questions that encourage critical thinking among 
students.

The Scindia School hosted an engaging Road Safety Workshop on 
5th October, 2024 in the assembly hall, where students of Classes 
IX & XI learned crucial safety tips. The session, led by Mr Anil 
Joshi, Mr Dnyanesh Pahune, and alumni Scn. Sandeep Agrawal 
(Ex-Shivaji, 1980), ended with an exciting quiz, 'Kaun Banega 
Roadpati.'
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Sports

The Grand Opening of Scindia School's 84th Inter-House Athletic 
Meet, with march past of the athletes, and torch relay of the sports 
captains, kicked off with energy and excitement! The event was 
graced by Chief Guest Dr. Indu Bora, Vice-Chancellor of LNIPE. 

On 2nd September 2024, the floodlit court set the stage for a 
thrilling contest between Shivaji and Ranoji House in the Group B 
Basketball Finals. The match was marked by intense competition 
and remarkable plays, with Shivaji House emerging as the winners, 
securing a 27-16 victory.

On the evening of September 3, 2024, the Basketball court was 
the stage for an intense showdown between Madhav House and 
Shivaji House in the Group A finals. Both teams demonstrated 
exceptional skill and resilience, but ultimately, Madhav House 
secured the win with a close score of 37-29.

National Sports Day was celebrated on August 29th to commemorate 
the birth anniversary of the legendary hockey player Major Dhyan 
Chand. The day was marked by honoring the memory of the 
hockey wizard with a hockey match between the teachers and the 
students. It was an intensely fought match, with the teachers' team 
scoring a goal in the last minute, securing a 1-0 victory.

In an intense showdown at the Scindia School Interhouse Junior 
Football Final, Nimaji House emerged victorious with a hard-fought 
1-0 win over Dattaji House.

Our basketball season kicked off in style on 23rd august 2024 
with an exciting match on our newly renovated basketball court, 
complete with floodlights. The first game saw the teachers take on 
the students, with the teachers securing a win with a score of 42-
22. A friendly match between our senior and junior group students 
ended in a thrilling draw.

In a display of spirited teamwork, Ranoji House triumphed over 
Jayappa House in the group A football finals with a commanding 
3-0 victory.

A friendly football match between the staff and the students 
kickstarted the bonhomie of the new session. The young Scindians 
gleefully took turns in cheering their peers and the teachers for 
every goal scored and every goal saved. The teachers won the 
match by a score of 5-2.

Adventure and Exchanges

Various summer adventure activities included a cycling expedition 
from Gwalior to Ajmer, a high-altitude ride from Upshi to Hanle 
in Ladakh, a 14-day adventure course at the Nehru Institute of 
Mountaineering, and a mountaineering expedition to Norbu Peak. 
In addition, students constructed a greenhouse in Spiti Valley and 
a multipurpose hall at Lamdon Model School in Ladakh, followed 
by a trekking expedition.

Ms Mahvish attended the Basic Mountaineering Course at the 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports 
(ABVMAS) in Manali, Himachal Pradesh from 30th of April 2024 to 
30th May 2024. 

A team of 6 students and a teacher escort Mr Ashok Shivraman 
from our school participated in the conference at Aubrick School 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. The theme for the conference was " Use your 
voice to change the world".

A group of 28 students and 3 teachers visited Japan. The students 
quickly adapted to the local customs of punctuality, humility, 
honesty, cooperation, high energy, and self-discipline, particularly 
noting the self-discipline observed at Mikunigaoka Senior High 
School.

A group of ten students along with two faculty members went on 
an Exchange program to Germany. They explored the culture 
and landscape of the country. An excursion to Regensburg and 
Walhalla Museum was filled with an enchanting experience. The 
students attended classes and enthusiastically participated in the 
activities offered to them by the host school.

Keshav Jhunjhunwala, Sameep Mody, and Tanish Agrawal, 
along with Mrs Niharika Kulshresth, participated in a month-long 
exchange program at St. Marks School, Southborough. They 
engaged in diverse classes, including improv comedy, religion, 
ethics, and engineering. 

Career Cell

We have partnered with Mindler to offer career guidance and crucial 
information about the college admission process. Mr Prikshit 
Dhanda, Chief Strategy Officer at Mindler, conducted an insightful 
session for our 11th and 12th graders. His team also engaged in 
one-on-one interactions with our 12th-grade students, to help them 
make informed choices about their future.

Welcome and Adieu

We welcomed Dr. Ishani Roy Chowdhury and Mr Mukesh 
Chawlain the Science Department, while Mr Pushpesh Pandey and 
Mr Raj Kamal have joined the Math and Commerce Department 
respectively. Mr Ruchir Sharma and Mr Sankha Chakraborty have 
joined the English Department, while Ms Mousumi Chatterjee is 
the new French Faculty. Ms Jaya Sahdev is the new Behavioural 
Counsellor.

We bid adieu to French Faculty Ms Ritu Guglani, Mr Vikas 
Soni, Physics Faculty, Mr Ritendra Dwivedi, Math Faculty, and 
counsellor Ms Sangeetha P. Good luck for your future endeavours!
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Inaugural SISMUN
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Mr Rajeev Jaipuria (Ex-Chaitanya, 1979) has recently received the 
II A Udyog Ratan Award by Indian Industries Association for the 
excellent performance of his company, Ravi Fans.

As part of our ongoing SOBiR (Scindia Old Boys in Residence) 
programme, Mr Atul Takle (Ex- Ranoji, 1973) conducted sessions 
on two consecutive days with the students and the staff of the school 
respectively. He shared his journey in advertising and marketing with 
the students, offering insights into the profession and practical advice 
on how to succeed in the field.

Harsh Raj Gond (Ex-Ranoji, 2016) has won the International @
dna_paris Paris Design Awards 2024 for Typography in the 
Graphic Design category.  He has brought the Gond art form to a 
global platform with the help of all the artists from his village and 
IIT Hyderabad. The art form was created to revive and promote the 
traditional tribal Gond art from Patangarh, Madhya Pradesh.

Mr Sachin Sharma (Ex- Jayaji, 2000), Secretary, Western Railways 
(IRS) & 1st SOBA Youth Awardee has conquered the SILK ROUTE 

Old Boys’ News

ULTRA—a 122 km High Altitude Ultra Marathon in Ladakh, 
completing it in just 20 hours 39 minutes on 6th Sep '24! Starting 
from Kyagar near the Siachen Base Camp, crossing the breathtaking 
Khardung La Pass (18,000 ft), and finishing at Leh Market, this is one 
of the toughest races in the world.  

Mr Sushobhan Verma, (Ex-Ranoji / Jankoji, 2013) achieved the title 
of “IRONMAN” at the world’s toughest one-day sporting event, the 
North American IRONMAN Triathlon Championships in Texas, USA 
on 27th April 2024. In the full Triathlon, he pulled off this spectacular 
feat with phenomenal grit and made his place amongst a handful 
of Indian athletes to have achieved this distinction in his maiden 
attempt.

SOBA Nagpur Chapter, held its 27th annual blood donation camp at 
Jeevan Jyoti Blood Bank in memory of Late HH Madhavrao Scindia. 
A health talk on ‘Diet, Alcohol & Liver’ by Dr. Amit Agrawal followed.
SOBA members present included President Dr. Sanjay Kolte, 
Secretary CA. Girish Malpani, IPP CA. Sandeep Agrawal, Pramod 
Munot, IMS Malhotra, Bharat Goenka, Sachin Chanchani, CA. 
Tushar Singhvi, Sanjay Agrawal, Varun Rathi, Siddhartha Prasad, 
and their family members.

Under the Chairmanship of Mr Manish Rajoria (Ex-Ranoji, 1992), Career College 
(Autonomous), Bhopal has been honored with the Best Incubation Center Award 
2024 by BIRAC-DBT, Govt of India at the Global Bio-India 2024 event held in Delhi. 
They were selected from among 500+ Incubation Centers, including IITs and Top 
Universities across India.

,
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Students’ AchievementS
Lakshya Arora, Prataksh Sharma, Aanya Pillai, Suraj Kumar 
Agarwalla and Lokesh Awasthi won ‘Outstanding performance’ 
award in IPSC Dramatics in the ‘Strings of Shakespeare’ event.

Lakshya Arora won the Best Delegate Award and Lokesh Awasthi 
along with Rushil Rajan won the Special Mention Awards at the 
Genesis Global MUN.

Dhir Bharat Jhunjhunwala won High Recommendation in UEFA, 
Abdul Hadi won specmen in HCC. The team also won the overall 
Best Delegation award in Shiv Nadar School MUN conference.

Vivek Sharma, Saksham Agarwal and Raghav Sharma 
Participated in 'Aaj Tak' Hindi Debate organized by Vasant valley 
School. The team bagged the runners up position, while Raghav 
Sharma was adjudged as the Best Speaker.

The school participated in Vision 2024 at Mussoorie International 
School. The theme of the event was ‘Bhaav’ - art of eloquence. The 
following students brought laurels to the school:

Nikunj Agrawal - First position in Photography 

Shaurya Krishna and Anaggh Naduvath- Second position in Rap 
Battle (Self Composed) 

Vishith Venkatesh, Aarush Sharma, Aryan Singh, Nityam Jain, 
Shaurya Krishna, Aditya Raj Pandey and Gunveer Singh Gandhi– 
First position in Musical Band 

Shreyansh Jain, Naksha Madhyani, Sagnik Chanda, Akshat 
Singh, Abhigyan Singh, Agrim Pratap Singh and Naitik Kumar – 
First position in Mime Show

The school participated in the Oxford India MUN conference 2024 
held at the FLAME University in Pune. Atharv Tiwari was awarded 
"Outstanding Delegate" in his committee (UNHCR).  

10 students participated in Silver Jubilee Commemorative Young 
Thinkers’ Conclave organized by Mayo College Girls’ School 
from 19th to 24th August 2024. Shaurya Prakash was awarded the 
Critics' Choice award in the creative writing event. 

Lakshya Arora, Tanish Agarwal and Prataksh Sharma participated 
in Mayoor Invitational Debate held at Mayoor School Ajmer. The 
team won 5 debates out of 6 which was the most for any school in 
the tournament. They secured the runners up position and Tanish 
Agrawal won Best Speaker Award. 

Sameep Mody and Saksham Agrawal were adjudged as the Best 
delegates, Keshav Jhunjhunwala and Saksham Sameer Kubde 
were awarded the Special Mention and Rohil Sharma received 
Verbal Mention in Daly college MUN.

Krishnav Ahuja, Gaurang Mangal and Bhavya Madaan went for a 
two-week Round Square International Service Project in Thailand. 
During the programme, they built a school, taught English to the 
local children, and immersed themselves in Thai culture.

Sachin Sharma

SOBA Nagpur Blood Donation Camp

IRONMAN- Sushobhan Verma

RSIS Project in Thailand
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My father was also an alum, and so, when Kolkata became a difficult 
place to live in, with the Naxalite movement, he decided that I would 
be better off at Scindia. 

I hated the first term. I was fat and was teased endlessly.

Home for the first vacation, I refused to go back. Dad and I had a long 
chat, and it was decided to give it another shot.

There was no looking back after that.

I was still fat. But I figured out how to overcome that. 

The solution was to ‘get punished’ and be made to run rounds of the 
cricket field (Madhav field now), just so I got to lose weight.

But, deep within, I hated the thought of running aimlessly around 
fields – even as self-inflicted punishment.

So, I decided that I would try and excel in areas where fat boys stood 
a chance.

THIS WAS ONCE HOME. 
IT WILL ALWAYS BE THAT

And a new world opened up for me!

Debating. Dramatics. Elocutions. 

Also sports - something I had never thought possible -  as a 
goalkeeper, or fielding in the slips, or being an opening batsman – 
none of which made one run around fields.

Fortunately, I excelled in those.

Having been recognized as someone who had talent made the 
vacations bearable. 

From there on, I could not wait to get back to school.

And things started going ‘swimmingly well’ for me.

I was appointed a school prefect in Class 10 (ISC2, as it was called 
those days. The school followed both the ISC and SSC syllabi). 

I was 9 when my parents sent me to study at The Scindia School, an institution 
established as the Sardar School, a little over 125 years ago.

In my final year (Class 11), I was appointed house captain. That was 
a stellar year.

My house (Ranoji) won the General Efficiency Shield against all 
odds -  in spite of raiding the tuck shop, having two boys expelled for 
ungentlemanly behaviour, and being caught by the then Principal of 
SKV along with another friend from my house (he was also a school 
prefect), in the precincts of SKV, ostensibly there to meet our ‘sisters’.

The then Principal, Mr S P Sahi, called us to his office, and while 
we were expecting to be ‘demoted’ and having the blue shirts taken 
away, he just admonished us and said, ‘What you have done is 
unforgiveable. Boys will be boys, but at least have the intelligence 
not to get caught. Now get out.’

What made the achievement  of winning the General Efficiency 
Shield more special was that Ranoji House achieved this distinction 
in 1972. The only time before that was in 1944, when my father was 
the house captain of the same house!!!

Indeed, it was my proudest moment ever. 

I graduated and the years passed by. 

I visited Scindia only once or twice over the next 30 years.

Then a call from an ex- Scindian changed all that.

Mr Rajendra Pawar was the Vice President of the school’s Board of 
Governors and had got my number from another person. 

Mr Pawar, or Raji, as he is referred to, is also the Founder of NIIT 
Ltd – India’s first computer education company, which was set up 
4 decades back. He is also the co-founder of the non-profit NIIT 
University, located in Neemrana, and a Padma Bhushan.

“Will you help drive the marketing and communications for the 
school”, he asked?

I said that I would love to. (You don't say no to a Padma Bhushan 
awardee:-). Andsince that fateful day, I started visiting Scindia again.

In fact, during one of my visits, the then Principal – Dr Madhav 
Saraswat (with whom I had built up a great working relationship) 
asked me to come over to his office.

As we were having a cup of his ‘famed’ masala chai, he suddenly 

popped the question – ‘Atul ji, I would like you to be the Director – 
Alumni Relations, and be in the school for at least 15 days a month. 
Will you take up the role?’

Since I had retired from my corporate job, I accepted his offer.

I was given a home in SOBA House (which was formerly the old 
Ravindra House) – where old boys could avail of accommodation 
whenever they visited school. 

The 18 months that I spent on the Fort, in school, will forever 
remain fondly etched in my memory. And I am grateful to the entire 
community of old boys and the school authorities for making my stay 
there so wonderful. 

Leaving the role for personal reasons was very emotional. My loving 
mother was ailing and I felt that I needed to be back home with my 
wife, so I resigned with a heavy heart.

As my late mother (she passed shortly after I returned to Mumbai) 
used to say, “Atul, I lost you when you were 9. You became 
independent and never asked us for any help or guidance in any 
decision you made.”

I would like to say this to her on a public platform. “Ma, you and dad 
gave me not one but two homes. Scindia is one of them.”

For the record, I did go back to school with my wife for the 125th 
Founder’s Day.

Thereafter, I have been going back quite regularly, more so because 
I had made some very good friends among the faculty and staff, 
and because driving up the Urvaighati always makes my heart beat 
faster.

In fact, I was last there only a few days back, between the 30th of 
August 2024 to the 4th of September 2024. The school had invited 
me, as a part of the SOBIR (Scindia Old Boys’ in Residence) 
programme to speak to the students on the 2nd of September and 
to the faculty on the 3rd of September. The days were Monday and 
Tuesday, but I went there the Friday before, just so I could spend 
time with my friends on the Fort.

In the above narrative, I have tried to describe what it was like during 
my days in school as indeed in the past few years. Somewhere, there 
is this immense love and gratitude I feel for the school. 

But words will never be able to describe the feeling.

Because it is the soul of The Scindia School, and what it has given 
me, which resides deep within me.

Atul Takle (Class of 1973)
10 September, 2024
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People who know Prataksh Sharma would describe him as ‘melodramatic’. In an all boys’ 
boarding school, whenever a role for female character falls open, everyone fights 
shy of assaying the part for the fear of being branded and stereotyped. In class 9, 
Prataksh took on the role of Jasmine in the school’s Annual English play, followed by 
his subsequent roles in The Tempest and Draupadi, portrayed very sensitively by him 
and much appreciated. He went on to direct Great Expectations, and co-creating an 
award-winning IPSC play. He owes a lot of his histrionics to being a movie buff. He 
explains his affectations……

CINEMA MAGIC

If there’s one thing I’ve come to realize over countless movie 
marathons and late-night screenings, it’s that cinema is more than 
just entertainment-it’s an experience. I remember when I was nine 
and my father made me watch ‘The Mummy’ with him. Little did he 
know that this would be the reason I became fascinated with history 
and chose to study humanities. That movie was my pride and joy; the 
soft glow of the screen transported me to another world of Egyptian 
grandeur, where every emotion felt magnified and every story 
unfolded with a sense of wonder. From that moment, I was hooked.

The magic of cinema lies in its ability to capture the essence of our 
dreams, fears, and desires. Each film is a doorway to a different reality, 
a chance to live countless lives in a single sitting. The characters 
become old friends, the plots a reflection of our own journeys, and 
the visual landscapes an extension of our imaginations. As I delve 
into the vast and varied universe of films, I’m continually amazed 
by how each movie holds a mirror up to our own lives, reflecting 
our deepest truths and aspirations. This article is my tribute to the 
mesmerizing world of cinema, where every scene and soundtrack 
blend into a human experience and artistic brilliance. Everything I 
have learned today is because of movies. The screen wasn’t just a 
barrier; it was a doorway that invited me to dive into a world of deep 
emotions and endless imagination. Every film I’ve seen has made a 
lasting impression on me, changing the way I see both the world and 
myself. From the timeless classic ‘Dead Poets Society’ to the thrilling 
excitement of Star Wars, movies have a way of striking a chord 
deep within me. They’re not just about escaping reality-they’re about 
discovering new insights and understanding life in fresh, meaningful 
ways. Through the lens of a camera, I’ve gained new perspectives, 
felt a wide range of emotions, and encountered stories that stick with 
me long after the credits roll.

Let’s agree that there’s at least one movie we all feel connected 
to—a movie that has taught us something worth living for. At their 
best, films can do more than just entertain us; they can open our 
hearts to each other, show us ourselves through characters, and 
shine a light on where we’ve been while making us think about where 
we’re going.

As I prepare to step into the next chapter of my life, I find a deep 
sense of comfort and excitement in knowing that cinema will always 
be there for me. Movies have been a constant source of joy and 
reflection, and I can’t help but feel incredibly grateful for every 
moment I’ve spent immersed in a great film. Each movie has added 
something special to my life, shaping my thoughts and emotions in 
ways I never anticipated. To me, cinema is a magical world where 
stories come alive and emotions run deep. It’s a place where the 
human experience is explored in all its richness and complexity. 
Whether it’s a heartwarming drama, an action-packed adventure, 
or a thought-provoking documentary, films have a unique ability to 
touch our lives and reveal the beauty in our everyday experiences. 
Here’s to there golden magic!

As I look ahead to new adventures and challenges, I know that my 
love for movies will continue to be a source of inspiration and solace. 
Cinema isn’t just something I enjoy—it’s a cherished part of my life 
that enriches my perspective and helps me appreciate the world 
around me. For me, and for so many others, movies are much more 
than just a pastime. They’re a profound reminder of the extraordinary 
beauty that exists in the world and in our own lives. As Stanley 
Kubrick aptly described it, “A film is-or should be-more like music 
than like fiction. It should be a progression of moods and feelings. 
The theme, what’s behind the emotion, the meaning, all that comes 
later.”

Jasmine in Alladin

Great Expectations

Cinema Magic



  

;knsa

?kj ij jgdj gj rjg dh lqfo/kk dk Hkksx djus okyk eSa 
;gk¡ vius dk;Z Lo;a djus yxkA jg jgdj ?kj dh ;kn 
lrkrh Fkh ijarq twfu;j Ldwy esa gekjs gkml dh ^esVªu* 
dk og ekr`Ro Hkjk lkFk eq>s lnSo Lej.k jgsxkA /khjs&     
/khjs eSa bl okrkoj.k esa jerk pyk x;kA lHkh rjg ds 
lq[k&nq[k esa lkFk nsus okys gekjs fe=ksa dh ,d vPNh [kklh 
Vksyh rS;kj gks pqdh FkhA

fo|ky; esa lqcg ls jkr rd gesa iw.kZ :i ls O;Lr j[kk 
tkrk FkkA le; ds ikyu ds çfr cM+h l[rh FkhA ge 
lHkh fujarj vius&vius dk;ksaZ esa yxs jgrsA lqcg gksrs 

eq>s og yEgk vkt Hkh ;kn gS tc igyh ckj eSa Xokfy;j ds bl çkphu fdys ij vius 
ekrk&firk ds lkFk vk;k FkkA vius cPpksa ds mTToy Hkfo"; vkSj mls vkRefuHkZj cukus ds 
fopkj ls eq>s bl cksfMaZx Ldwy esa Mky fn;k x;kA fo|ky; esa NksM+dj tkrs gq, os eq>s nwj rd 
ns[krs jgsA ifjokj ds vkSj lnL; Hkh lkFk FksA nksuksa gh rjQ lHkh dh vk¡[ksa Hkjh gqbZ FkhA eSa ;g 
le> ugha ik jgk Fkk fd esjs lkFk ,slk D;ksa fd;k x;kA 

gh ih-Vh djrs] ugk /kksdj&uk'rk djds fo|ky; ds fy, 
çLFkku djrs vkSj d{kk,¡ lekIr gksus ds i'pkr FkksM+h nsj 
dk foJke vkSj fQj fnu dk fpj çrhf{kr le; ;kuh 
[ksy dk eSnku] dHkh çfr;ksxh [ksy gksrs rks dHkh [ksyksa ds 
fu;e lh[kus dks feyrs rks dHkh [ksyksa dk vH;kl gksrkA 
nwj ls vkrh lhVh dh vkokt ls ge ltx gks tkrs FksA nks 
lnuksa ds chp çfr;ksfxrk esa lcdk tks'k vius pje ij 
gksrkA vius gkml dh ^^ph;fjax** ds fy, lhfu;lZ ds 
fn'kkfunsZ'kksa dk iw.kZrk ls ikyu gksrkA

cgqr dqN lh[kk twfu;j Ldwy esa] Lusg] çse] vkReKku] 
vkRe'kfä] feydj jgus dh rkdr] dqN pqgyckft;k¡ 
vkSj Hkh cgqr dqN ftls eSa vkt Hkh vius Hkhrj eglwl 
djrk gw¡A lhfu;j Ldwy esa vkus rd ge bl okrkoj.k ls 
iw.kZ :i ls ifjfpr gks pqds FksA

v/;kidksa }kjk Vksdk tkuk tks  ml le; cqjk yxrk Fkk 
mldh dher eSaus Ldwy ls tkus ds ckn lh[khA Ldwy esa 
ge tks dqN Hkh djrs gSa mlesa gekjs fy, dksbZ u dksbZ lh[k 
vo'; gksrh gS pkgs [ksy dk eSnku gks] d{kk,¡  gksa] gkml 
gks] dksbZ dSai gks ;k esl] bu lHkh txgksa ij gesa D;k djuk 
pkfg, vkSj D;k ugha djuk pkfg,]  bldh lh[k feyhA 
xhr&laxhr o fofHkUu çdkj dh thouksi;ksxh dyk,¡ eSaus 
;gha ls lh[khA 

gkml esa gkml ekLVj lj ds lkFk fcrk, iy] mudh lh[ksa 
mudk Lusg vkSj iks"kd firk ds :i esa mudk O;ogkj gh 
ge lHkh ds O;fäRo esa fujarj cgrk jgrk gS blfy, 
tc ge ;gk¡ ls viuh f'k{kk iwjh dj ysrs gSa rks tkrs gq, 
gekjh vk¡[ksa ue gks tkrh gSaA iwoZ Nk= (ek/ko lnu] 1974)        
Jh Kku jkt ekfud çHkq us bldk ftØ dqN bl rjg ls 
fd;k gS fd & 

^^nqxZ Hkys gh eq[k cf/kj gks] fdarq ;gk¡ tknw Vksuk gSA 
vkus ij rks  jksuk gS  gh] tkus ij Hkh rks jksuk gSA** 

;g lc blfy, Hkh gS fd ,d ijaijk ;gk¡  ,slh gS fd tks 
ge lcdks tksM+rh gS] og gS & vLrkpyA  la/;kdky vLr 
gksrs lw;Z ds le{k vLrkpy esa ijaijkxr lQsn itkek 
dqrkZ igus gq, ;g Nk= fdl çdkj vkRe eaFku djrs gq, 
vk/;kfRedrk ls tqM+rs gSa ;g fn[kkus vkSj vuqHko djokus 
ds fy, vkidks Lo;a vLrkpy vkuk iM+sxk

vkt Hkh tc eSa vLrkpy tkrk gw¡ rks ogk¡ dk 'kkar okrkoj.k 
gesa lgt gh vrhr dh ;kn fnykrk gS vkSj yxrk gS fd eSa 
;gha dgha gw¡] eSa ;gk¡ ls dHkh vyx ugha gksÅ¡xkA 

vkt eSa tks dqN Hkh gw¡] vius blh fo|ky;] ;gha ds lkFkh] 
fe=] lgikBh vkSj xq#tuksa ds lg;ksx vkSj vk'khokZn dh 
çfrPNk;k gw¡A fo'oHkj esa QSys iwoZ Nk=ksa dk ifjokj gesa 
,d fo'kky ifjokj ls tksM+rk gSA thou dh dfBukb;ksa esa 
fu.kZ; ysus dh {kerk gks ;k ihM+k vkSj d"V esa th jgs yksxksa 
ds çfr lgkuqHkwfr] Je dks lEeku nsuk gks ;k lg vfLrRo 
dh Hkkouk dk Kku] bu lHkh ls esjk ifjp; ;gha gqvkA vc 
tc Hkh le; feyrk gS rks esjk eu ;gha f[kapk pyk vkrk 
gSA (,d iwoZ& Nk= ls tks dqN lquk----)

eukst feJk 
fganh & foHkkx 

flaf/k;k Ldwy dh 
lqugjh ;knsa ! 

Xokfy;j fdys dh oks Å¡ph nhokjsa] 

tgk¡ clh gekjh ;knksa dh cgkjsaA 

gj dksus esa clh gS dksbZ dgkuh]

;knksa dh ltho rLohjsa gekjh ] 

oks fnu] oks iy] vkSj oks uknkfu;k¡

,slh gh vusdksa dgkfu;k¡A

 lqcg dh ?kaVh dh ehBh vkokt] 

 tgk¡ ge lh[krs Fks thou dk jktA 

 d{kk ds gj iy esa Nqis Fks lius] 

 Kku ds jkLrs ij py iM+s viusA

oks [ksy ds vkyh'kku eSnku] oks Hkkxuk] oks nkSM+] 

gj thr&gkj esa Nqih Fkh dksbZ lh[k] dksbZ gksM+A 

lkspuk fd nksLrksa ds lax g¡lh&fBBksyh djsaxs] 

lax fcrk, oks iy ges'kk gh fny esa jgsaxsA

 flaf/k;k Ldwy dk gj iRFkj xkrk gS] 

 gekjs cpiu dk xhr lqukrk gSA 

 oks Dykl :e] oks vlsEcyh gkWy] 

 gj fnu fl[kk;k] fxjdj fQj laHkyA

vc tc thou ds jkLrs gSa u,] 

flaf/k;k Ldwy dh ;knsa gSa fny esa clsA 

oks fnu dHkh ykSV ds u gha vk,¡xs] 

ij ;s ;knksa dh esys ge ls nwj u tk,¡xsA

 flaf/k;k Ldwy] rq> ls gS I;kj] 

 gj dne ij rsjk gS vkHkkjA 

 tks fl[kk;k rwus] ge fuHkk,¡xs] 

 rsjh Nfo fny esa lnk clk,¡xsA

fotsaæ olar Bksacjs

(iwoZNk= „00‰)
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An Interview of Mr Yashraj Nain (Ex- Jayaji, 2012), currently serving with the Indian 
Revenue Service in Mumbai with Ayaan Shah and Ayaan Agrawal. He visited the school 
as the chief guest for SISMUN 2024. He was the SSP and was also awarded Maharaja 
Jeevajirao Scindia Medal for the year 2011-12.

Good morning Sir, before we begin, could you please give us a 
brief introduction about yourself?

I am an alumnus of Scindia School, from the batch of 2012, Jayaji 
House. After completing my schooling, I pursued a Bachelor's 
in Political Science and Economics from Hindu College, Delhi 
University, followed by a Master’s in International Politics from 
Jawaharlal Nehru University. While studying at JNU, I prepared for 
the Civil Services exam and cleared it in 2017 with an All-India rank 
of 272. I was subsequently allotted the Indian Revenue Service 
(Income Tax). Currently, I’m serving as the Deputy Director of 
Income Tax Investigation in Mumbai.

Can you share some of your fondest memories from your time 
as the Senior School Prefect at the Scindia School?

One of my fondest memories is definitely the Valedictory Assembly 
and the Principal's Dinner that followed. It was a deeply emotional 
moment for my batchmates and me. We realized we were leaving 
behind an institution that had shaped us so much. The jokes we 
shared with the faculty at the dinner were quite memorable, too. It 
was a bittersweet experience.

How did your experience as the Senior School Prefect shape 
your leadership skills in your current role?

It had a significant impact. It taught me to voice my opinions 
confidently, even if they weren't popular. I learned to prioritize the 
greater good of the institution over short-term, popular decisions. 
These qualities continue to serve me well in my professional role 
today.

Were there any teachers or mentors who had a profound influence 
on your life and career?

Absolutely. All the teachers at Scindia played a vital role in shaping 
my personality. They are truly the backbone of the institution. My 
housemaster, Mrs. Supreet Bakshi, had a particularly positive 
impact on me and countless other students in Jayaji House.

What extracurricular activities were you involved in at school, 
and how did they help in your career?

I tried to participate in a wide range of activities - elocution, debates, 
quizzes, theater, orchestra, and RDC parades, along with sports 
like tennis and chess. These activities helped me overcome my 
fear of public speaking, discover my love for music and sports, and 
taught me valuable skills that I continue to use today.

Looking back, is there anything you wish you had known as a 
student that would have helped in your professional or personal 
journey?

INTERVIEW 

Mr Yashraj Nain (Ex-Ja, 2012)
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Honestly, I can't think of much because the school and teachers 
prepared me well for what was ahead.

What challenges have you faced in your career, and did anything 
you learned at school help you overcome them?

Work can get quite demanding, leading to stress. Pursuing hobbies 
like chess, playing the flute, and listening to music-things I picked 
up at school-helped me de-stress. Additionally, the multitasking 
and time management skills I developed at the Scindia School 
proved invaluable in balancing the pressures of work.

Discipline was a significant focus during your school days. How 
did it play a role in your professional life?

Discipline is the foundation of a successful professional life. It keeps 
you focused on your goals and helps avoid distractions. Punctuality, 
avoiding time-wasting activities, and following procedures are all 
aspects of discipline I learned at school, and they continue to guide 
me in my career.

What was your relationship with academics in school? Do you 
feel it had a direct impact on your career?

I had an interesting journey with academics. I was quite average in 
grades from classes 7 to 9, hovering around 65-67%. I focused more 
on extracurricular activities during those years. But in Class 10, 
after the advice from my teachers, I shifted my focus to academics. 
I took my studies seriously and ended up topping the school with a 
perfect 10 CGPA. That success gave me the confidence to pursue 
subjects I was genuinely interested in during Class 11, like political 
science and economics, which laid the foundation for my career in 
civil services.

Is this your first time returning to school since graduation?

No, I’ve visited several times, especially for Founders' Day events. 
It always feels a bit surreal coming back because most people I 
knew-teachers and students-have moved on. But it’s always a joy 
to reconnect with the teachers who are still here. Their continuity is 
what keeps the traditions of the school alive.

Do you think the relationship between students and teachers 
has changed over time?

That’s hard to say since I don’t have firsthand experience with 
the current dynamic. But traditionally, relationships in boarding 
schools tend to be a bit antagonistic-students are rebellious, and 
teachers are strict. However, once you leave school, you realize 
how valuable the advice and lessons from your teachers were.

What are some of the most prominent changes you see 
compared to your time here?

I haven’t stayed long enough to notice a lot, but the infrastructural 
changes are obvious. The new sports complex, the upgraded 
swimming pool, the improvements in the mess and classrooms, 
even the air-conditioning in the dorms—all of these are major 
upgrades.

One last question: In your personal life, have you ever felt that 
being a Scindian gave you certain qualities that others might lack?

I believe the Scindia School instills a sense of humility and 
respect for elders, especially teachers, which I find sometimes 
lacking in people from other institutions. Of course, this is just my 
observation, but I do think Scindia does a wonderful job at nurturing 
these values.

What message would you like to share with the current students 
of your alma mater, especially those aspiring to go for IAS?

A career in civil service will be satisfying in many ways and can be 
actively pursued if one is inclined towards public service. Students 
aspiring for IAS should make a habit of reading newspaper daily 
and being abreast of current developments in the country. They 
should utilize their time at school to inculcate hobbies such as 
reading and public speaking that will help them in their career.



  

lg&ikBîp;kZ xfrfof/k% 
vkRe&çdk'ku dk lk/ku

gekjs fo|ky; esa fofHkUu /kkfeZd vkSj lkaLd`frd R;ksgkjksa 
dks eukus dh ijaijk gS] tgk¡ bu voljksa ij ge lHkh 
,dtqV gksrs gSa vkSj vkilh fofo/krk dks Hkwy x.ks'k iwtk] 
j{kkca/ku] gksyh] nhikoyh tSls R;ksgkjksa dk ,d lkFk vkuan 
ysrs gSA fofHkUu R;ksgkjksa ls tqM+s u`R;] ukVd ;k laxhr 
dk;ZØe vk;ksftr djk, tkrs gSa ftuesa ge lc feydj 
ikjaifjd o lkaLd`frd dyk dks çnf'kZr djrs gSaA 

tSls gj o"kZ n'kgjs esa jkeyhyk gksrh gS vkSj geesa ls gh 
dksbZ jke cu cqjkbZ ij lPpkbZ dh thr dks çnf'kZr djrk 
gSA x.ks'k iwtk vkSj foltZu dks Hkh ge lHkh fo|kFkhZx.k 
g"kksZYykl ds lkFk /kkfeZd vkSj lkaLd`frd mRloksa ds jax 
esa jaxdj eukrs gSaA ftlls vkil esa mudh lkewfgd 
ln~Hkkouk ns[kh tk ldrh gSA

gekjk fo|ky; f'k{kk ij tksj nsrs gq, Hkh fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks 
lkeqnkf;d lsokvksa esa Hkkx ysus ds fy, çksRlkfgr djrk 
gS vkSj lekt&lsok ds dbZ lqyHk volj çnku djrk 
gS D;ksafd fo|ky; pkgrk gS fd lHkh fo|kFkhZ vk/kkjHkwr 
vko';drkvksa ls oafpr oxksaZ ds çfr ns[kHkky dj mudh 
foo'krkvksa ls voxr gksaA bldk thrk tkxrk mnkgj.k gS 
lkSalk xk¡o dk flaf/k;k Ldwy ds lkFk ,d vueksy lfØ; 
laca/k] tks lkeqnkf;d lsok ij vk/kkfjr gSA lkykuk dbZ 
,sls dk;ZØe Hkh vk;ksftr fd, tkrs gSA tks Nk=ksa vkSj 
xzkeh.kksa dks 'kkfey dj] lkaLd`frd laca/kksa vkSj vkilh 
le> dks etcwr djrs gSaA flaf/k;k Ldwy us tks nwljk 
xk¡o xksn fy;k gS og gS ^ukFkksa dk iqjk* vFkkZr l¡isjs dk 
xk¡oA flaf/k;k Ldwy esa lekt&lsok la?k us mudh fLFkfr 
dks /;ku esa j[k dj bUgsa blls ckgj fudkyus dk chM+k 
mBk;kA loZçFke bl xk¡o esa 'kkSpky; cuok, x,] nks 

esjk ekuuk gSa fd ge lcds vanj ,d fo'ks"k çfrHkk vkSj {kerk gksrh gSA vkSj gekjk fo|ky;] 
flaf/k;k Ldwy bUgh {kerkvksa dks [kkstus vkSj fu[kkjus ds fy, çfrc¼ gSA ;gk¡ lg&'kS{kf.kd 
xfrfof/k;k¡ tks Nk=ksa ds lexz fodkl esa egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrh gSa] ;g Nk=ksa dks ikBîØe 
ls brj viuh vkrafjd #fp;ksa] dkS'kyksa vkSj çfrHkkvksa dks fodflr djus dk volj çnku 
djrh gSaA fo|ky; esa lg&'kS{kf.kd xfrfof/k;ksa vkSj lkekftd dY;k.k dh ifj;kstukvksa dh 
,d foLr`r J`a[kyk dh 'kq#vkr 1930 ds n'kd esa ns[kus dks feyrh gSA

gSaMiai yxok, x, vkSj xk¡o esa iDdh lM+dsa cuokbZ xbZ] 
ftlesa ge lcus lkFk feydj Jenku fd;kA bUgha 
lkekftd dk;ksaZ vkSj lkeqnkf;d lsokvksa ds ek/;e ls 
Nk=ksa esa lkaLd`frd laosnu'khyrk vkSj ftEesnkjh dh 
Hkkouk fodflr gksrh gSA

lg&ikBî xfrfof/k;ksa ds :i esa [ksyksa dk Hkh vR;f/kd 
egRo gS tks u dsoy 'kkjhfjd LokLF; dks c<+kok nsrs gSa] 
cfYd ekufld vkSj HkkoukRed fodkl esa Hkh egRoiw.kZ 
Hkwfedk fuHkkrs gSaA [ksyksa esa Hkkx ysus ls ge foQyrk ls 
mHkjuk vkSj y{; çkIr djus ds fy, ç;kl djuk lh[k 
tkrs gSaA tgk¡ [ksydwn dh xfrfof/k;k¡ gesa nSfud ruko 
de djus vkSj eu dh 'kkafr ikus esa enn djrh gSa ogha 
'kkjhfjd xfrfof/k;ksa ds ek/;e ls [ksy ge lcdks LoLFk 
thou&'kSyh viukus ds fy, çsfjr Hkh djrs gSaA tc dksbZ 
[ksyksa esa lQy gksrk gSa] rks mls miyfC/k dh Hkkouk eglwl 
gksrh gS tks mlds vkRefo'okl dks c<+kok nsrh gSA fo|ky; 
esa dbZ vUrlZnuh; VwukZesaV vk;ksftr fd;s tkrs gSa tks 

ge lcdks fofHkUu [ksy tSls gkWdh] fØdsV] 'kwfVax]LDok'k] 
Vscy&Vsful] vkpZjh vkfn esa Hkkx ysus ds fy, çksRlkfgr 
djrs gSaA

lg&ikBîp;kZ ds varxZr djkbZ tk jgh vkn'kZ la;qä 
jk"Vª (ekWMy ;wukbVsM us'kal) dh çfr;ksfxrk ds ek/;e 
ls vkt ge fofHkUu ns'kksa ds çfrfuf/k;ksa ds :i esa dk;Z 
dj oSf'od eqíksa ij ppkZ dj ldrs gSaA ;g gesa lkeftd 
o jktuSfrd pqukSfr;ksa ls voxr djkrs gq, mudk uSfrd 
lkek/kku tqVkrs gSa vkSj la;qä jk"Vª dh dk;Z ç.kkyh dks Hkh 
le>rs gSaA blh ekWMy la;qä jk"Vª esa çHkkoh lapkj dkS'ky 
vko';d gksrk gSa D;ksafd gesa vius fopkjksa dks Li"V vkSj 
çHkkoh <ax ls ,d varjkZ"Vªh; eap ij çLrqr djuk gksrk gSA 
blfy,] blesa Hkkx ysus ls u dsoy gekjk vkRefo'okl 
c<+rk gS] cfYd gekjh leL;k fuokj.k dh {kerk esa Hkh 
o`f¼ gksrh gSA ;gh nSfud lg&ikBîp;kZ laca/kh xfrfof/k;k¡ 
gesa thou dh leL;kvksa dk lek/kku djus vkSj fofHkUu 
çfrdwy ifjfLFkfr;ksa esa fu.kZ; ysus dh {kerk fodflr 
djus esa Hkh ;ksxnku nsrh gSA blfy, ;g dguk xyr ugha 
gksxk fd flQZ 'kS{kf.kd dkS'ky ij tksj u nsdj gekjk 
fo|ky; gekjs lexz fodkl dks egRo nsrk gSA

vkt okn&fookn] okfXerk] ukVd vkfn xfrfof/k;ksa ls 
gekjh lapkj&'kSyh esa lq/kkj gksrk gSA ;s xfrfof/k;k¡ cPpksa 
dks u dsoy vius fopkjksa dks Li"V :i ls O;ä djus dk 
<ax fl[kkrh gSa cfYd mUgsa nwljksa dh ckrksa dks çHkkoh :i 
ls lquus vkSj le>us esa Hkh enn djrh gSaA okn&fookn 
çfr;ksfxrk esa gesa vius fopkjksa dks rdZ iw.kZ rjhds ls çLrqr 
djuk gksrk gS vkSj çfri{k dk lEeku djrs gq, muds 
ifjis{; dks Hkh le>uk gksrk gSA ftlls gekjh rkfdZd 
lksp vkSj rF;kRed {kerk fodflr gksrh gSA ogha] ukVd 
esa tc ge fofHkUu ik=ksa dh Hkwfedk fuHkkrs gSa]  rks u dsoy 
ge ml ik= ds laoknksa dks cksyrs gSa] cfYd ml ik= dh 
ckrksa ls tqM+h mu Hkkoukvksa dks eglwl dj mldh vuqHkwfr 
esa je tkrs gSA bUgha lkjs ykHknk;h çHkkoksa dks ns[krs gq, 
gekjs fo|ky; esa gj o"kZ fganh lkfgR; lHkk }kjk ,d fganh 
okf"kZd ukVd vk;ksftr djk;k tkrk gS] ftlesa ge lHkh 
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cPps cM+s gh mRlkg ds lkFk Hkkx ysdj bl jaxeap ij 
[kq'kh] nq[k] Øks/k] Mj vkfn tSlh Hkkoukvksa dks O;ä djus 
dk rjhdk lh[krs gSaA bu lHkh xfrfof/k;ksa ds ek/;e 
ls gekjh lkeftd vkSj nSfud le> c<+rh gSA ogha gesa 
Hkjh lHkk ds le{k viuh ckr j[kus o vius i{k ls lkFk 
[kM+s jgus dk Hkh lkgl feyrk gSA ;gh thou thus ds 
vueksy rRoksa dks fl[kkrs gq, gekjs lkeftd dkS'ky dk 
Hkh fodkl djrh gSaA

lg&ikBîØe xfrfof/k;k¡ gesa vius le; dk egÙo 
crkrs gq, mldk lnqi;ksx djuk Hkh fl[kkrh gS tks 'kS{kf.
kd ftEesnkfj;ksa vkSj gekjs }kjk pquh x;h xfrfof/k;ksa ds 
chp ,d fLFkj larqyu cuk;s j[krk gSA le; ds lnqi;ksx 
dh ek¡x rc fo'ks"k :i ls Li"V gks tkrh gS tc ge çfrLi/
khZ [ksyksa] okn&fookn dh cglksa esa Hkkx ysrs gSa ;k laxhr 
lewgksa esa 'kkfey gksrs gSa fQj bu xfrfof/k;ksa ds fy, 
fu;fer vH;kl&l=ksa dh vko';drk gksrh gSA le; dk 
dq'kyrk iwoZd çca/ku djus dh {kerk ,d ,slk dkS'ky gS 
tks is'ksoj thou esa Hkh vewY; cuk jgrk gSAf'k{kk ds {ks= 
esa fodkl dk mís'; dsoy ckSf¼d cqf¼eÙkk dk fodkl 
ugha cfYd pfj=&fuekZ.k o vkRefodkl Hkh vko';d 
gSA gekjs thou dh fLFkjrk gekjs gh ekStwnk pfj= ij 
fuHkZj djrh gS D;ksafd gekjk pfj= gesa gekjh nSfud 
fnup;kZ dh foo'krkvksa ls yM+us dk lkgl nsrk gS vkSj 
lkFkZd :i ls uqdlku dks nwj djus esa l{ke cukrk gSA 
bu xfrfof/k;ksa esa Hkkx ysus ls gesa ,d etcwr igpku 
feyrh gS vkSj blls gesa gekjk vkRefo'okl c<+kus esa 
enn feyrh gSA lg&ikBîØe xfrfof/k;ksa esa Hkkx ysus 
ls gesa fofo/k vuqHkoksa vkSj n`f"Vdks.kksa ls voxr djk;k 
tkrk gS tks lkaLd`frd tkx:drk iSnk dj [kqyh lksp 
dks c<+kok nsrk gSA ;s xq.k vkt dh bl oS'ohd`r fo'o esa 
vko';d gSa tgk¡ gesa fofo/krk dks viukrs gq, fofHkUu 
laLd`fr o i`"BHkwfe ds yksxksa ds lkFk feydj 'kkafrfç; 
laca/k cuk;s j[kuk gSA

;gh dqN ckrsa gSa tks gekjs bl vueksy fo|ky; dks ns'k 
dh fofHkUu laLFkkuksa ls vyx djrh gS D;ksafd ;g dsoy 
,d f'k{kkFkhZ ugha cukrk] cfYd ,d ^^lPps flaf/k;u** 
dh lajpuk djrk gSA ftldh igpku gekjs vuq'kklu] 
usr`Ro] vkSj lEeku esa fufgr gksdj] gesa mRd`"Vrk dh 
[kkst esa yxk, j[krh gSA bUghsa lc ewY;ksa ds ek/;e ls] 
gesa thou esa lekt ds fy, ,d lQy ;ksxnku nsus ds 
fy, çksRlkfgr fd;k tkrk gS tks ldkjkRed ifjorZu 
ykus esa lfØ; gksrk gSA

foosd 'kekZ
d{kk ƒ0]  nkSyr lnu
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It was the October of 1973. I was 10 years old and studying in 
class 6 at The Scindia School. In the Junior School, where we 
had our academic classes, there was a horse-riding field. We had 
weekly horse-riding sessions there under the watchful eye of our 
instructor, Mr Khalil Ahmed. The field was surrounded by high 
walls and had an eerie, abandoned atmosphere. In one corner 
stood an old armory, a subterranean storage area for ammunition, 
which we called the "Battery." There was a persistent myth that a 
tunnel ran from this place all the way to Agra Fort. 

My friend and batchmate, Kanishk Mishra, and I were inspired 
by the adventures we read in Enid Blyton's books and decided to 
investigate the truth behind the myth. Games time, at 4:00 in the 
evening, seemed the perfect window for our adventure as we could 
slip away unnoticed. We managed to evade the guard and made 
our way to the horse-riding field.

The first wave of fear hit us when we approached the thick bushes 
that encircled the armory, towering over us like silent sentinels. The 
field itself was a bit notorious—Mr Star, the mess in charge, had 
hunted a porcupine there just a few weeks earlier, which added to 
the sense of danger. I felt a chill down my spine.

Kanishk, braver and stronger than I, reassured me, promising to 
protect me from whatever lay ahead. We reached the entrance to 
the Battery, a narrow opening about five feet by four feet. To shield 
ourselves from the bats we could see hanging near the entrance, 
we covered ourselves with our blue school counterpens. Kanishk, 
ever resourceful, made holes in his for visibility and even fashioned 
a string to keep his glasses in place over the makeshift mask.

Our first plan was to light a mashal (torch) using a thick wooden 
stick wrapped in a banyan cloth, which we soaked in a mixture of 
coconut and Java kusum hair oil that we used daily. We managed 
to get the matchbox from our house servant, Shamu, who smoked. 
But the smoke from the torch agitated the bats, which began to stir, 
so we quickly abandoned that plan.

Plan B was to use our battery-operated Eveready torches. Armed 
with these, we cautiously entered the narrow, four-foot-wide 
pathway. We had only gone about four or five meters into the 
tunnel when disaster struck—hundreds of bats suddenly swarmed 
at us. We panicked and bolted, sprinting back to the school hostel, 
Sarvapalli, without looking back.

From the safety of the hostel, we turned and watched in awe as 
thousands of bats filled the sky above the horse riding field. Though 
I stayed at school for another six years after that incident, I never 
again ventured near the fabled Gwalior-Agra tunnel.

Chyavan Bhargav
(Ex - Ranoji, 1980)

As you grow older in your life, you look back at your sojourn when you were a child 
and a teenager, in the most objective way. Of course, that is the only way to nurse the 
child inside of you; the child who longs for your compassion and care all life long-
that tiny core of you which never grows older. 

So, this summer vacation (as I have done in almost all vacation 
during the latter two Covid years) I decided to re-watch the items 
on my list. Those were the serials that shaped my psyche and the 
inner core of the beings of my generation. 

Needless to say, Neev is the ‘Megalosaurus’ of our lives. I am 
talking of the lives that somewhere began in the early 80s and 
were teenagers in the 90s. Of course, those who read this article 
and know what I might say further, have a few others also on the 
list- Sigma, Vyomkesh Bakshi, Kashish, Udaan, Tehkikat, Farmaan 
and for a mature teenager like me- parallel cinema, like Suraj Ka 
Satwa Ghoda and Woh Chokri.

Anyways ‘Neev’ was a fire in those times. Its fan following was 
immense and in my girls’ school, there was no soul not swept away 
by the charisma of the lead boy actors: the Senior School Prefect, 
Rakesh Kapoor (mind you the post is SSP as in the Scindian 
tradition and not the Headboy!) and the newbie, Anurag Sharma. 
Today when I look back, I am amazed to see as to how the 
Scindian ethos has found its way into the series, maybe through 
the then producer and actor- Sanjay Khanna. I suppose he was 
thinking only of The Scindia School while making this serial which 
went on for 13 episodes. Oh, how I wish there was a sequel to it! 
And suddenly I realize that such masterpieces can never have a 
sequel. They are of that ethereal quality, which when takes a form, 
cannot be replicated. It is the intersection of an opportune time, 
space and art which can have no mirror image. 

For those who may not be aware, ‘Neev’ was a television series 
broadcast on Doordarshan network in 1992. It is based on the life 
of the students in a boarding school. This show was entirely shot in 
The Scindia School and on the Fort. It has been directed by Madan 
Kumar and produced by Scindian Sanjay Khanna. The title song 
‘Dharti par suraj ki kirnein’ is sung by Amit Kumar. So much so for 
the statistics.

What I wish to bring forth to you, the reader are the finer elements 
portrayed in the drama. The indomitable and righteous character of 
Mr Khan the Housemaster-that ‘knows all’ mentor who understands 
the pulse of all his students so well. But more than that he teaches 

Hindi while he is Mr Khan. His wife Mrs Khan is an art teacher in the 
school and can be seen preparing Diwali savouries and distributing 
it amongst the students in the House. 

You see Rakesh Kapoor, The SSP, who appears to be so 
dominating at times; has the courage to fight and get the fraudulent 
elements punished. In a world where ‘misplaced courage’ and 
‘audacity’ are taken to be wellsprings of chivalry and confidence, 
Rakesh Kapoor represents courage which knows when to take the 
lead and when to take a backseat. Come to the lesson in D’ Souza, 
the side character and foil to Rakesh Kapoor who nurses his own 
grudge against the school because he is not chosen as the SSP. 
And now come to the episode where a band of rowdies who have 
taken an intense dislike to Sanjay Khanna and want to teach him 
a lesson, rally in front of the main school gate with hockey sticks. 
When one of them is about to hit the Principal who has just reached 
the scene of chaos, D’ Souza cuts in and takes the hockey stick on 
his back. What a show of bravery and respect towards the school 
and the Principal who he is shown to dislike. Come to the Geek-
Chatterjee, a fun to be with-a boy who takes life as it comes. Look 
at Shenaaz, the only girl allowed in this band of boys; she is Mr 
Khan’s daughter; and look at Mr Khan who asks his daughter to 
spearhead the physical training of Anurag Sharma when he has to 
play in the football match.

Don’t think I am about to talk of only glories. There are such realistic 
elements which would be enough to prove the realistic portrayal of 
school life even when we had no idea of the world’s modernist 
or post-modernist literature en masse. The serial has umpteen 
elements which make it relatable even today- the pranks, the 
disagreements, the frustrations, the trials and tribulations of the life 
in a residential school but more than that the lessons in camaraderie, 
affection, support, comprehension and understanding- all elements 
which make us more of a human. So, don’t just sit back, cull out 
time and watch the episodes which are all available at YouTube, 
labelled Doordarshan Archives. Treat yourself to the very best and 
soak into its flavor at your first opportunity. 

Dr Smita Trivedi
HOD, English

Neev-

the Bedrock of my foundation
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